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BIG SAVE 3375 KoapakaStreet,D-108 Phone:(808)831-0811
MARKETS. Honolulu,HI 96819 Fax: (808)831-0833

Wednesday,February15, 2012

City Council,City andCountyof Honolulu
KapoleiHale, ConferenceRoomsA, B, andC

TO: Chair,ErnestY. Martin,
Vice Chair,IkaikaAnderson, —

DistinguishedCouncilmembers

RE: Testimony in Opposition to Bill 10, Relating to the useof bagsprovided to custoThers.~

ChairMartin, Vice ChairAndersonandCouncilmembers:

Thankyou for theopportunityto submittestimonyin oppositionto Bill 10, Relatingto theuseofbags
providedto customers.

While we supportthe intentofthemeasure,weurgethecommitteeto insteadsupportlanguagethat
favorsconsumerchoiceandappliesfees forbothpaperandplasticsingleusebags.A feefor both
plasticandpaperbagswould provideamoreeffectivepolicy that createsawin for thecounty,
consumers,retailers,and theenvironment.

Thismodelwould allow retailersto fundeducationawarenessprogramsto reduceoverall useof
single-usecheckoutbagswhile promotingtheuseofreusablebags. SinceKauaiandMaui counties
bannedplasticbagslastyear,retailerswereforcedto increasethesupplyofmoreexpensivepaper
bags. This hasdrasticallyincreasedbusinesscostsandbecausepaperbagstakemoreenergyto
manufactureandrecycle,theenvironmentis notnecessarilybenefitingfrom this change.

As you mayknow TimesSupermarketis basedon Oahuandoperates26 storeswith locationsin Maui,
Kaua’i andOahu.As an islandbasecompany,we understandtheconstraintsof limited spaceandthe
preservationof the uniquelandscapeof Hawaii. It is for this reasonthat we supportyour efforts in
mitigatingchallengingissuessuchassingleusebags,and thedisposalofbagsin landfills andhopethe
committeewill supportthis purposethroughafeeon bothplasticandpaperbaguse.

Pleasefeel freeto contactmeshould you haveany questionsregardingthis matterat (209) 957-2555,
ext 153 or Bob Stout,PresidentofTime Supermarketat (808)831-0811.We thankyou in advancefor
yourconsiderationandwe look forwardto continuingthedialogue.

Respectfully,

Bob Gutierrez
Directorof GovernmentAffairs,
TimesSupermarketandBig SaveSupermarket
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